GXU: SCIC Syllabus: English Academic Writing 1 Fall 2014
Instructor: Eugene Kernis 
Room SCIC 3-5 
Office: SCIC 1-201
 
Course overview 
The purpose of English Academic Writing 1 is to continue students' development from year 1, further honing their writing skills.  This is accomplished by examining and producing typical documents found in an academic environment. 
The culmination of students’ work will be a researched essay.  This is preceded by a series of writings, short and long, which provide valuable information for use in the students' final essay.  Students are encouraged to analyze and interpret information they read along with editing their own writing to ensure they are presenting their ideas in a clear manner.
The instructional focus of English Academic Writing 1 will be on the organization and structure, mechanics, and content of typical academic documents.
Course objectives
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
1. use a comprehensive general academic vocabulary accurately and in context;
2. demonstrate a sound knowledge of key grammar and sentence structures;
3. use provided words and phrases to connect sentences and paragraphs appropriately;
4. research and evaluate sources to write on self-selected topics;
5. summarize and paraphrase the contents of sources read;
6. interpret researched material for the reader 
7. structure and draft a well-reasoned essay;
8. edit and rewrite written work; and
9. use their mastery of English to succeed at CET, TEM, IELTS, and GXU internal exams.
Student Focus
Each written assignment consists of three stages: draft, revision, and final.  Students are to persist at the revision/editing stage until they produce a polished text suitable for a final paper.
Students will receive assignments that will require individual and group work.  They are encouraged to offer arguments and counter-arguments that will help them clarify their thinking on issues.
Required Text & Materials
Writing the Research Paper (A Handbook) - Winkler, McCuen-Metherell, Peking University Press 
Class Policy
Each student is to read the material for class to make positive contributions to the class; to ask questions about matters not clearly understood; to meet with the teacher to discuss problems with class content (by appointment).
Participation: Each student is to read the material for class to make a positive contribution to the class; to ask questions about matters not clearly understood; to meet with the teacher to discuss problems with class content (by appointment).
Attendance: Each student is to inform the teacher when they will be absent from class. Students who are absent from 1/3 of classes may not take the final exam and will therefore fail the course. 
There are 16 weeks of class instruction; 2 class periods each week ~ 32 class periods
If you miss more than 11 classes you will fail the course. An excused absence won’t count towards this one third.  
Excused Absence: a student will be excused from up to 3 classes as long as the Student Affairs Office provides the instructor with an authenticated excuse form.
Unexcused Absence: if the student cannot provide the instructor with an authenticated excuse form, the absence will be unexcused. The student will lose points from the attendance grade for each unexcused absence: Attendance is calculated as 5% of the final mark.
Lateness: It is the policy of the instructor to close the door at the start of class. If you are not inside the classroom before the door is closed, you will not be allowed to attend class. 2 late = 1 absent. 
Assignments: It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of and make up any missed assignments, and to turn them in on time. 
Students who miss more than 1/3 of assignments cannot take the final exam.  
Late Assignments:
If you have an excused absence, I will accept the assignment at the next class period. You can also give your work to one of your classmates to turn it in.
Otherwise, if you do not turn in the assignment on time, I will mark off 10% for each school day it is late, and I will not accept any assignments after 5 full school days (so, one week after the assignment is due I will still accept the assignment for 50% possible credit). After that I will not accept the assignment and you will receive a “0”
Plagiarism/Copying
Each student must be responsible for the researching, writing, and completion of their own work.  The class has a zero-tolerance plagiarism/cheating policy.  Plagiarism is when one individual claims as his/her own creation the creation of another individual.  Plagiarism is inexcusable, unacceptable and will earn the student a zero.
This is why attributions are so important. 
Grading
The grade reflects students’ performance on written assignments, participation in class, and quizzes/examinations. Written work is evaluated on four criteria, typically weighted equally. A writing rubric to be discussed will clarify the  marking criteria.
Moreover, the final grade will be calculated thus:
Attendance: 

5%
Quizzes

25% 
Assignments

25%

Mid-term exam: 
15%
Final Research Essay: 30%
