GXU: SCIC
Syllabus: Listening & Speaking 3
Fall 2014


Instructor: Eugene Kernis    
                

Room: Experimental building, Room # SCIC 3-5
 

Course Overview:

The purpose of Listening & Speaking 4 is to continue the development that occurred in year 1 and further improve students’ English speaking and listening skills. 

The result of students’ work will be determined by participation in, comprehension and utilization of conversation and other listening material presented at the normal rate of English speaking. Students are encouraged to engage in English conversation and practice. Lab materials of VOA and BBC programming are provided by the college.

Course objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

1. understand conversations of daily life and social communication in English;

2. understand listening materials of medium difficulty, comprehend the speaker’s main idea, attitude, feelings, and purpose in conversational English;

3. understand the main idea of news programs provided at normal speed by the VOA and the BBC;

4. complete dictation of listening materials based on prepared text;

5. communicate orally with native English speakers employing everyday English speech;

6. use their mastery of English to succeed at TOEFL, IELTS, and GXU internal exams.

Student Focus:

The content of the course will be presented as language analysis, practice, and inquiry. This approach will facilitate individual study along with pair and group work to enable students to exchange ideas in English. 

Students need to engage in English outside of class, and are encouraged to keep a journal of these interactions to allow for review and further personal analysis. 

Students need to focus on fluency and comprehension by analyzing vocabulary, syntax and context. 

Required Texts & Materials:
·  New Passages 4 – student’s book

·  A pen or pencil, eraser (optional)

·  A notebook for: writing down new vocabulary words, new grammar points, and interesting examples

·  A folder (to organize papers and assignments)

Multimedia Resources:

Audiotapes, CD’s, DVD’s, as well as radio and television broadcasts from the college and university libraries.

Class Policy:

Participation: Each student is to read the material for class to make a positive contribution to the class; to ask questions about matters not clearly understood; to meet with the teacher to discuss problems with class content (by appointment).

Attendance: Each student is to inform the teacher when they will be absent from class. Absentees will provide the proper forms, or it will count as an unapproved absence.  Students that are absent from 1/3 of classes may not take the final exam and will therefore fail the course. 

There are 16 weeks of class instruction; 2 class periods each week = 32 class periods

If you miss more than 10 classes you will fail the course. An excused absence won’t count towards this one third. 
· If you are absent, you will miss the opportunity to earn participation points. 

Excused Absence: a student will be excused from up to 3 classes as long as they inform the instructor before the class period by email, text, or in person.* The student can also provide a written explanation from a doctor or other authority (in English!) if they cannot inform the instructor ahead of time. 

*send an email: tell me your name, student number, and your reason for missing class, and bring your absent papers for the next class. As long as you tell me before class starts, I will probably excuse you – up to 3 times, no questions asked. 

More than 3 absences require a legitimate reason; schedule an appointment to discuss this with me outside of class if you have been absent more than 3 times. 

Unexcused Absence: If the student does not inform the instructor before class, cannot provide a written and acceptable excuse (illness, family emergency, etc), or is late to class three times, the absence will be unexcused. Three lates = one unexcused absence. The student will lose points from both the attendance and participation grades for each unexcused absence.  

Lateness: It is the policy of the instructor to close the door at the start of class. If you are not inside the classroom before the door is closed, you may not be allowed to attend class. 

Assignments: It is the student’s responsibility to keep track of and make up any missed assignments, and to turn them in on time. 

Students that miss more than 1/3 of assignments cannot take the final exam.  

Late Assignments:

If you have an excused absence, I will accept the assignment at the next class period. You can also give your work to one of your classmates to turn it in.

Otherwise, if you do not turn in the assignment on time, I will mark off 10% for each school day it is late, and I will not accept any assignments after 5 full school days (up to five school days after the assignment is due, I will still accept the assignment for 50% possible credit). After that I will not accept the assignment and you will receive a “0”.
Grading:
The speaking component of the grade reflects students’ performance on oral presentations and examinations. It is based on the following criteria weighted equally: 

vocabulary

syntax

pronunciation

overall fluency and comprehensibility

The listening component of the grade reflects students’ ability to demonstrate comprehension of material provided. Sometimes spelling will be part of the assessment. 

Grade Distribution:

Attendance:     5% 

Mid-term with orals:      25% 

Final Exam:   30%  

Participation: 20%

Quizzes: 20%


Total: 100%

Chapters from the Textbook that will be reviewed through the term:

Chapters 1 – 6 before the midterm

Chapters 7 – 12 after the midterm
This is subject to change as the class requires.
